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O R G A NI Z A T I O N HI S T OR Y

The Sons and Daughters of Idaho Pioneers was an organization started in
May 1925 to celebrate “pioneers” who had come to Idaho. Their first official act
was to erect a monument in honor of George Grimes, “the discoverer of gold in
the Boise Basin.” The cost of the monument, including installation, was $150.
The group set about over the next decades commemorating Idaho and Boise
history. Their programs included an annual event called “Pioneer Day,” which
grew in size each year. In addition, they held dances and restored Boise
landmarks. One such landmark was the Coston Cabin, which they placed in
Pioneer Village, a place they founded in 1933. They were also involved in
restoring the O’Farrell Cabin. Additionally, the organization supported Boise
institutions like the Historical Museum and the Boise Art Museum.
One of their signature programs included dedicating monuments across the
state. One document in the manuscript collection indicates that they dedicated 47
monuments in Southwest Idaho. They celebrated the installation of monuments
with a dedication celebration—their minutes indicate the monument about the
original Fort Boise near Parma drew a crowd of 300 to 400 people. (The
monuments were made from Boise sandstone—see attached letter, August 2,
1945). In many cases they used local businesses to furnish the monuments, such
as the Jellison Brothers Marble & Granite Works business on Main Street.
Their charter membership records reads like a “Who’s Who” in Boise. For
example, one of their presidents was Herbert Lemp, an elected mayor of Boise.
He was serving as president of the Historical Section of the organization (he had
just recently been elected to this position after serving as President of the
organization) when he was in the polo accident that eventually killed him. Before
he died in the hospital they swore him in as Boise’s mayor.
The Sons and Daughters of Idaho Pioneers viewed the creation and placing of
monuments as a core program of the organization. Ida Butler served as the
organization’s historian in the 1940s, and wrote several articles for the paper
about the monuments. For the organization’s records she wrote the following
about the monuments. I have highlighted key phrases about how they viewed
the monuments:
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Community Participation has been one of the splendid
outcomes of the activities aimed at saving our history.
Hundreds of monuments have been erected at strategic points
along historic trails during the past twenty years. Tens of
thousands of people in the aggregate—the rank and file of
American citizenry—have participated in dedicating these
enduring records to the memory of our pioneers.
This investment by the common people in their own historical
resources has been widespread. In open country, in hamlet and
city, even out on the desert, they have gathered. Their reward was
to learn stirring history where it happened. More than this, they
gained a new sense of sponsorship and pride in the historic shrines
close to their lives.
Historical
horizons
have
been
broadened.
Every
commemoration at a storied scene has helped to place the
participating community in the national picture.
The commingling of national and state leaders with the folk of
various local communities is this patriotic service has also served
to widen the historical outlook and give it deeper significance.
Through the years Presidents, Congressmen, Governors of
different states, Mayors, and Commissioners, religious leaders,
educators, business executives, officials of historical and civic
societies and youth organizations, have taken active interest in the
movement, giving it prominence and added strength.
Even more vitally significant, however, is the eager interest of
the local leaders, and the common folk in [this] great cause. Their
devoted work on special projects close to their hearts; their presence
in numbers at the various commemorations [is] evidence their deep
and abiding love for the pioneers of America.
It is this spirit, manifest on every occasion, that infuses the
work and makes of every monument, not merely a piece of stone
and bronze, but a living symbol of true Americanism.
-Ida Butler
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G O V E R N M E NT I S L A N D M O N U M E NT

The monument on Government Island was erected in December 1933 by the
organization. Its purpose was to commemorate Colonel Pinkney Lugenbeel’s
arrival in the valley to scout a location for Fort Boise. Colonel Lugenbeel and his
men camped at Government Island while they searched for a suitable location.
They settled on a location on July 4, 1863, and then a few days later on July 7,
1863, Colonel Lugenbeel participated in the platting of the city of Boise.
The text on the monument for Government Island is not completely correct,
like some of the other monuments the organization placed. Most of the mistakes
on the monuments originate from their outdated and prejudiced language. For
example, on the Government Island monument, it states:
GOVERNMENT ISLAND
THE BEGINNING OF CIVILIZATION
IN BOISE VALLEY MAJOR LUGENBILE
SENT BY THE U.S. GOV’T TO
ESTABLISH BOISE BARRACKS.
CAMPED HERE JUNE 1863
The most glaring mistake in this text is the claim that the arrival of Colonel
Lugenbeel and his men marked the beginning of civilization in the Boise
Valley—this is entirely untrue. Native Americans had called the valley home for
thousands of years before people of European descent entered the area and
forcibly removed them. The second mistake is the misspelling of “Lugenbeel” as
“Lugenbile.” The third mistake, which is more of a technicality than a mistake, is
the mention of the Boise Barracks—it had originally been called Fort Boise, but
on April 5, 1879, Fort Boise was designated as “Boise Barracks.”
Because of the way these monuments are placed and the language they are
written in, the monuments should receive further interpretation to clear up
issues like the ones outlined above. A simple interpretive sign can explain the
importance of these monuments as efforts of locals to commemorate historical
events while exploring them as historic artifacts from the 1920s and on. In the
case of the Government Island monument, such an interpretive sign could
explain the prejudiced language and the other inaccuracies present.

P H OT O GR A P HS & R E S OU R C E S

Government Island Monument
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Example of dedication ceremony for the monument commemorating the orginal
Fort Boise near Parma
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Specifications for the Fort Boise Monument, continued

7

Specifications for the Fort Boise Monument, continued
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Specifications for the Fort Boise Monument, continued
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Specifications for the Fort Boise Monument, continued
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Letter indicating that the monuments were made from Boise sandstone
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List of Southwest Idaho Monuments
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List of Southwest Idaho Monuments, continued
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List of Southwest Idaho Monuments, continued
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Partial list of Charter Members of the Sons & Daughters of Idaho Pioneers
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